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The first European to visit Kodaikanal was Lieut. 
B. S. Ward in 1821 when on survey work. Then Messrs. 
Wroughton and Cotton came up via Shembaganur—and 
the first people to build houses were the American 
Mission, after they had to leave the Sirumalais 4454’ 
(little hills) owing to their feverish climate. The site of 
the two houses originally huilt by the American Mis- 
sion is close to where Sunnyside now stands on the 
South Lake Road. 


Then in 1848 Messrs. Clarke and Parker and the 
District Judge Mr. Baynes built houses, now known 
as Roseneath and Pambar House, the latter now occu- 
pied by Mrs. Van SOMERAN. In Roséneath Bishop 
Caldwell (founder of St. Peter’s Church) lived and died. 


In 1852 Major I. M. Partridge arrived and pitched 
his camp in Bombay Shola. As Major Partridge belong- 
ed to the Bombay army he so named the Shola. He 
is credited with being the first to introduce the Blue 
Gum tree. 


Of all those who helped to make Kodaikanal what — 
it now is Mr. Vere Levinge (afterwards Sir Vere 
Levinge,) must be given a very large share of the 
credit. After retiring from the Collectorship of Madura 
he came and resided at Pambar House; constructed 
the Bund at the N. KE. end of the lake the cost of 
which he bore ott of his own pocket, introduced many 
English flowers, made roads &c., &c. 


A monument to his memory now stands on the edge 
of the lake, close to the Municipal Office; it is in the 
form of an Irish Cross in red granite and bears the fol- 
lowing inscription. 


CHAPTER II 
How to get There 


The traveller coming South from Ceylon catches 
the evening train leaving Colombo Fort at 7 P.M.,* 
arriving next morning about 6-5 A.M. at TALAIMANNAR 
Pier, from here the 8S. I. R. Ferry steamer departs at 


6-50 A.M, arriving at DHANUSHKODI PIER (INDIA) at. 


9-10 A.M. The sea journey of about 20 miles occupies. 
about 244 hours. At Dhanaskhodi the Madras Mail 
train is waiting on the Pier and incidentally breakfast. 
Tea and other refreshments are provided on the stea- 
mer. The Mail train arrives at Kodaikanal Road about. 


5 P.M.same day. Here Messrs. Spencer have an excel- - 


lent refreshment room. The following Motor Bus 


Companies have Cars and Buses for hire at the sta- — 


tion, but it is always as well to send a post card 
some days before arrival stating what kind of vehicle 


is required. 


London Motor Service, Kodaikanal 
Vellayan Motor Service FS 
Kodaikanal Motor Service ,, 


The journey from Kodaikanal Road Railway sta- 
tion to Kodaikanal is over a good Motoring road, the 
first 20 miles being on the plains and the last 30 on 
the hills and takes on an average of about 3 hours. 
Travellers coming from the Plains should be well 
provided with warm rugs as the change of temperature 
is very sudden as the car climbs upwards and the 
shades of evening fall. 


*“ As all railway timings are subject to alteration inquiries 
should be made at the nearest Railway Station.” 
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The traveller coming from the North Jeaves Madras 
Egmore station S. I. R. in the evening at 9 P.M. 
_ arriving next morning 10-44 a.m. at Kodaikanal Road. 
» Madras is 320 miles from Kodaikanal Road. As the 
traveller approaches the foot of “Laws Ghat Road” 
and when passing over the Iron Bridge that spans the 
MANJAL AR River at GANGUVARPATTI; of a clear day 
St. Peter’s Church on Mt. Nebo and the Pinewoods above 
Kodaikanal can be clearly seen. Four miles up the 
Ghats at the old TOLL Bar at Tom TOM PARAT 2174 ft. 
if the traveller looks towards the left or West, the 
MANJAL AR Falls may be seen; here the river preci- 
pitates itself over the cliff face a sheer drop of 994 ft. 
It is a fine sight in the monsoon. The falls are 
2 Miles 2 Fs. away from the Tollgate as the crow flies 
but in the clear air they don’t appear to be nearly 
fj so much. 


The charges for cars and Buses from Kodaikanal 
Road Railway Station to Kodaikanal vary from 
Rs. 25 for a touring car to Rs. 8 per a single seat, or 

less if you are a good bargainer or Rs. 3 to Rs. 5 for 
-a seat in a Bus Luggage is carried at Rs. 1-8 to 
‘Rs. 1 per Railway Maund.—(See advertisement.) 


—_—_—__——_— 


CHAPTER III 


Where to stay 


| The CARLTON HOTEL under Kuropean management 
‘beautifully situated on the southern edge of the lake 
and within a stone’s throw of the Boat Club House. 
The Hotel is lit by electric light, has a spacious 


CHAPTER IV 


Climate 


In’ point of climate Kodaikanal outrivals Ootaca- 
mund, or for a matter of that any hill-station in India. 
The average rainfall taken from figures of the last 
5 years is 64:46. This is perhaps greater than that of 
Ootacamund but the major portion of it is received 
during the north-east monsoon instead of with the 
South-west current of June, July and August, as at 
Ootacamund. Many people who have visited Simla, 
Naini Tal, Murree and Ootacamund have remarked 
that Kodaikanal is by far the best of the bunch. 
The slight showers of rain during April, May, June 
and July (which constitute the season in Kodaikanal) do 
; not interfere with the numerous picnics, tennis parties 
and excursions that form almost part of the daily 
round of the season. The north-east monsoon appears 
in October and November. The mean humidity and 
the mean daily range of temperature are smaller at 
Kodaikanal, than in any other hill-station, and the 
‘cold in the wet months is less bleak and searching. 
The soil is also so gravelly that roads and tennis 
courts quickly dry again after a shower, and unlike 
other places there is no mud. It was mainly owing 
to the equable temperature of the place that the Obser- 
vatory came to be established here. The average 
temperature taken from the figures for nine years works 
out to:—maximum 64-73, minimum 51-09. The follow- 
ing table gives the rainfall month by month for the 
last 5 years. 


Months 1923 | 1924 | 1925 | 1926 | 1927 | 1928 
i 

January 4-65 | 2-63 | 1-61 | 7-95 | 2:05 | 3-41 
February Nil. | 0-20 | 6-43 | 0-16 | 1-941 6-33 
March 3-79 | 1-72 | 1-38 |10-70 | 1-29 | 1-76 
April 4-07 | 2-21 | 2.46 | 3-89 | 5-56 | 7-42 
May 2-22 | 3-93 | 9-43 | 8-86] 5-08 | 2-92 
June 2-05 | 5-03 | 8-82 | 2:57 | 6-38 | 2-39 
July | 2-21 | 5-57 | 1:80 | 5-93 | 3-63 | 92-89 
August .| 2-38 | 9-22 | 3-05) 4:70 | 4-94 | 3-14 
September .| 4:19 | 10-75 | 10-28 | 6-31 | 8-98 : 
October 113-88 | 2-97 | 10-14 | 8-88 | 4-78 
November ...| 0:49 | 6-40 | 22-44 | 4-62 | 8-90 
December | OOO ee eon L445 OOM ans; 28m 


Total  ...| 54-76 52-86 92°29 | 65:57 | 56-81 | 30-39 


A 
Temperatures 
* | Average | Average Average | Average 

Months ‘Maximum Minimum Months Maximum | Minimum 
————— EEE ee EE Ee ee 
January fe 62°9 40°8 July Sen 63°1 52°6 
February ... 65°9 48°2 August ... 63°4 52°4 
March seal! Ghs}7/ 50°9 September...) 63°6 52:2 
April ay 69°2 535 October ... 62 6 51°3 
May 69 6 54°8 November...| 61'4 49°4 
June 65°4 | 537 December... 617 47°3 


SS NS 


The best months for walking and touring and + 
outdoor amusements are January, February and March. 
April, May and June constitute what is known as the 
season. June is generally showery while July and 
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August are uncertain months, with some strong wind 
and drizzle while with October and November comes 
the N. EK. Monsoon when it generally rains hard but 
ts beautiful breaks intervene lasting a week or more. 
Owing to the gravelly nature of the soil the ground 
dries up very quickly so much so that it is possible 
to play tennis half an hour after heavy rain has fallen. 
During January and February the air is extremely 
dry, bright sunny days with quite a good frost in the 
’ valleys and around the Lake, on the edges of which 
thin ice forms. 


CHAPTER V 
Excursions 
P 


There are many delightful walks and drives in and 
around Kodaikanal. Of late years owing to the efforts 
of the Municipality the bridle paths and tracks across 
the DOWNS and through the sholas of years ago are 
now good motoring roads; and there are few places 
where a Car cannot be taken; in my endeavour to 
describe these routes it will be indicated where a car 
can go. (See Map.) 


Taking the MUNICIPAL OFFICE next to Messrs. 
Spencer's Shop as the starting Point :— 


No. 1 Excursion, Pig Valley Walk 


Cross the Lake bund and take the right hand 

road past NUTSHELL Bungalow down the hill across 
- the Bear Shola Stream by the junction of Lloyds Road 
with Convent Road, go straight uphill to the Red 
Pillar Box outside the Presentation Convent main Gate, 
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on MT. St. JosEPH; from here turn sharp left up the 
Rifle Range Road past MERU Bungalow on to the Rifle 
Range and follow the track past the Rifle stop Butts 
that winds uphill through what is known as the @ 
PIG VALLEY. At the top of the Pig Valley the path 
debouches on to the open Downs. For about one mile 
the track is an open path across the Downs with the 
wooded crested heights of BEAR SHOLA to one’s left. 
On leaving the open Downs at the other end of this 
path a small wood is entered much cut up by cattle 
paths, bear left-handed up the hill, the path passing 
over the ridge with the OBSERVATORY on the high® 
ground to the right, known as NANDINGIPURAM Hill 
7688’ above sea level. This track eventually comes 
out on to the main road by the IRON HOUSE and 
WYADRA main gate; here turn left and it’s about 
one and a half miles down hill back to the Lake 
Bund, total distance about 4 miles. A car can be 
taken as far as the near end of the Rifle Range, (600 
yards firing point,) and can be sent round to meet 
the walking party at Wyadra main gate on the 
OBSERVATORY-PUMBARI ROAD. 


Extension to No. 1 Walk 


When the party have reached the small wood at 
the end of the path across the Downs “ much cut up 
by cattle paths,” instead of bearing uphill left-handed, 
follow the lower right hand path; this enters the big 
Shola of GUNDAR about half a mile on and comes out 
on the private road to the Observatory, then left and 
down hill to the Bund. (There is a very fine walk 
through the GUNDAR Shola, the road zigzags right . - 
through coming out by the Forest Wood Depot by 
the old Toll Bar on the Pumbari Observatory Road. at 
M. Stone 3. 5. 
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No, 2 Excursion, Pinewood Walk 


Leaving High CLERC school and the Kodaikanal 
1 Club on the right proceed along the road to the Golf 
- Links, (UPPER Shola Road) two miles seven furlongs, 
until you come to the road bridge over the PAMBAR 
stream. The bridge has a wooden hand rail painted 
white on black uprights and a small water fall just 
above it. Just beyond the bridge 10 yds. there is a 

, ‘mile stone stuck on the bank side which reads 


To Kopai 2 M. 7 F. 

FT. HAMILTON 7 M. 1 EF. 
MARION SHOLA 13 M. 2 F. 
TRAVANCORE I9 M. 6 F. 


a 


Turn up the bridle path to the right, thro’ the 
woods this comes out on to the main road above 
}. Pillar Rocks at the 5th MILE STONE on the hairpin 
*"bend, turn left here and walk back past the PILLAR 
Rocks and the Golf Club to the Bridge. Distance 
about 314 miles; about half a mile along the path 
looking to the right a fine view of FAIRY FALLS is 
obtained with the wooded heights upon which the 
Observatory stands above and to the right of the 


FALLS. 


No. 3 Excursion, to Pambar Falls 


Take a car or walk past the Kodaikanal Club, 
past Jaffna House, and St. Peter's Church leaving 
Roslyn on the right up hill to the R. C. Church, 
‘leave your car here and then down, a steep rough 
path past the back gate of ~ Pambar House”, from 

* here a precipitous path takes you down to the water 
with the picnic place further down, it takes about 
half an hour to climb down and much longer to get 


back. Distance 2 miles. 


12 
No. 4 Excursion, Dolphins Nose 6520 ft. 


Walk or take the car to the R. ©. Church 
described in No. 3—then down the main path past 
the back of Pambar House to a stream at the bottom 
(which looks very trouty water but it isn’t) cross the 
stream and follow the left hand path (the right one 
goes to Golf Club) round the base of the hill, the R. C. 
‘Church can be seen on the hill side to the left, follow 


| 


this path which brings you out some distance along ° 


on to very large bare flat and projecting stones known 


as the Dolphins Nose, from here the view looking ~ 


South across the plains is very fine—the best time to 


view this is in the evening when the sun has passed» 
into the west and is behind one. Distance about ™ 


3 miles. 


No. 5 Excursion, Pillar Rocks 


Probably the most popular of all within 44% miles 
of the Bund over a good motoring road. 


These rocks are three great and imposing pillars 
of granite, some 400 feet in height overlooking the 


plains to the south, behind them is a pretty shaded. 


shola very popular as a picnic rendezvous. 


Walk or go by car past the Golf Clube House for 
about 34 of a mile and just beyond the 41% mile 
stone the road appears to end on the Khud face, 
before it turns sharp right; to the right and only 
some hundreds of yards away stand the three great 
granite sentinels known as the Pillar Rocks. 


Those with good heads for heights can climb up 
from the back on to the pillars and-look into space, 
“as straight as a beggar can spit” (At the top of the 
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“winding hill two roads and a footpath meet just short. 
of the 424 M. S. the junction is marked by a Forest 
Notice Board calling attention to the lighting of 

%». Fires; the right hand road leads to Fort Hamilton 
-and Berigam the left to a picnic place and shed 14 
of a mile on, while the footpath bearing off from it 
to the left leads to the back of the PILLARS.) From 
the top of the PILLARS, to the right can be seen the 
wooded heights of DocTORS DELIGHT (now approach- | 

able by the GOSCHEN Motor Road) and beyond it 

FORT HAMILTON but there is-no FORT. To the 
immediate right of the PILLARS is a steep path that 
takes you down to the Cave Entrance, into this cave 
the enterprising and energetic -can be lowered by 
means of a rope, and then climb back thro’ the 
chimney, a tunnel-shaped hole in the ground that 

jmcomes out behind the Pillars, it is very dark within 
the chimney and a light is necessary. 


No. 6 Excursion, Bear Shola 


Within a mile’ of the Lake Bund; cross the 
Bund, straight up hill leaving Doveton’s Studio on the 
left take the Bear Shola or right hand road’ and about 
300 yards on a notice board marked Bear Shola Falls. 
points to a path bearing left through the woods brings: 
one to the Falls—a delightful spot to bring one’s tea 
too of an afternoon. e 


No. 7 Excursion, Fairy Falls 


These can be reached by car but it is a nice 
walk. Follow the route described in No, 2 but. before 
- reaching the bridge and about 100’ short of it a road 
bears off to the right with Sign Post “To Fairy Falls” 
* A new road is now under construction which comes out at the 

5th M.S, cutting out this old road. 
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about 34 of a mile along, ‘the car will have to be 
parked, from here a path leads to the Falls, 2 minutes 
walk, at the bottom of the Falls is a bathing pool 


with two shelters used as dressing rooms adjacent. a 


The return journey can be made by taking the first 
turn to the left after crossing the bridge near the 
Parking place; then up hill for half a mile to join the 


Observatory Road near the back entrance to Wyadra, © 


‘then down to the Bund; above the Fairy Fall some 


half of a mile is the Reservoir from which Kodai-- 


kanal gets its water supply. 


i A car can be taken to the. Reservoir by taking 
the first road to the left after passing the observatory 
P. QCffice on the Observatory Pumbari Road. 


No. 8 Excursion, Glen Falls. 


“Walk or go-by~ car. to Hs, Main Entrance gate 


of The Presentation Convent on Mt. St. Joseph as 
described in No 1—leave the car here and walk down 
hill for 100. yds. to the junction of the VILPATTI- 
NAIDUPURAM Roads, take the right hand or VILPATTI 


Road, this: takes you to the FALLS formed by the | 


stream. from PIGVALLEY—lower down is what is 
called the Lovers Leap, but: whether they ever took 
it or not is doubtful. 


Glen Falls if about 14 an hour’s walk from the ° 


Lake Bund. 


No. 9 Excursion, Coakers Walk 7329 ft.* 


Called after Colonel Coaker R.E. who was in 
charge of the district at the time 1872 and was 
responsible for its construction. It cannot be called 


*Same height as PERUMAL, 


Yr 


15 * 


an excursion as it is only two minutes walk from 
the Club close to the American Mission Church. It 
passes round Mt. Nebo on which stands St. Peter’s’ 
4,Church and the American Mission Hospital, from the 
path below the church one looks down on to the 
Sacred Heart College at one’s feet, to the right or 
South can be seen DOLPHINS NOSE and IBEX POINT, 
a little further to the left or S. E. one looks down 
the valley of the PAMBAR River to the old TOPE 
BUNGALOW at the bottom, and the village of PERIYA- 
KULUM in the plains; still further to the left or N. KE. 
stands PERUMAL (the big mountain) 7329’ above sea 
level. It stands majestically alone, rising in a 
graceful sweep to a sublime point, as perfect a 
mountain ‘contour as eye could wish to behold, to the 
tight of it can be seen the main ghats road with the 
| Ycoffee plantation factory above Maryland on the 
on Crepe SADDLE.— 


On a clear day looking S.E. Madura 47 miles 
away can be seen and the big rock Anamalai (or 
elephant hill) near the 5th mile stone on the 
Madura Melur Road. This rock is two miles long and 
200 feet in height. There are few finer sights of its 
kind in the world than that from St. Peter's Church 
on Coackers walk on a fine day. 


No. 10 Excursion, the Circular, Drive 


-This is a beautiful drive of about 11 miles over 

a good motor road. Proceed along the road as 
already described to the Golf Club on past the 
.» PILLAR Rocks; up a steep and winding hill at the 
top of which two roads meet, take the right hand one 
to FORT HAMILTON, follow this road thro’ the Pine 
woods; 14 of a mile past the 514 mile stone (by the 
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Hut on the road side) the road emerges from the 
Pine woods and passes along the Khud side just below 
KARUMANKAD HILL 8042’, this spot is erroneously 
known by many as the DOCTORS DELIGHT, Halt your 4 
car here, one looks straight down on to the plains 
7000’ below, the view is of its kind one of the finest 
in the world. Away to the right can be seen ths 
Travancore Hills, into Periyakulam village of the plains - 
you can toss a biscuit, from here the road passes 
inland, a quarter of a mile on is’ the junction with 
the new GOSCHEN ROAD lately opened, over open 
rolling downs, and by pine woods where of an- 
evening a Sambur or two may be seen peacefully 
feeding, then past the other end of the Goschen 
road as it comes back from PUMBARI, up hill and on 
to the AMPTHILL DOWNS, from where of a clear 
morning from near the* 3rd Mile stone the Blue 
Mountains of the NILGIRIS can be seen on the far“ 
horizon, then thro’ GUNDAR Valley Shola by the 
Observatory, down hill to the Lake Bund and home 
to dinner. 


No. 11 Excursion, The Goschen Road 


Inaugurated by the Hon. Sir T. KH. Moir, K.C.1LE., 
C.LE., LCS. on the 6th June 1929, and opened by 
H. EB. Sir George Frederick Stanley P.C. G.C.1.E., C.MG. 
Governor of Madras on the 14th Feb. 1932; as this is not - 
a pukha metalled road its condition depends upon the 
season of the year and whether there has been héavy 
rains or not, after heavy rain the corners on the hairpin 
bends are at times not too good, although the 
bends can be negotiated by any car with an ordinary > 
good steering lock without having to reverse. 


* The Mile stones are numbered outwards from the Bund. 


ls 
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To get there follow the Golf Links road to KARU- 
MANKAD HILL 8042’ by the Green Hut as described in 
Excursion No. 11, a notice board will be found at the 
road junction (known as MOIR POINT 7548’) “ GOsSCHEN 
ROAD BERIGAM 7 miles 3 F.” On the small hill to 
the immediate left is a granite obelisk with the follow- 
ing inscription on the pedestal. 


“The Goschen Road” 


Near this spot the first sod of the Goschen Road 
was cut by the Hon'ble Sir Thomas Moir, K.O:1.E;, C.8.1., 
I.0.S. with the assistance of the Misses Lucy and 
Molly Logan on the 6th June 1929. 


At the same spot the road was declared open by 
His Excellency Lt. Col. the Right Honourable Sir 
George Frederick Stanley, P.C., G.C.L.E.,C.MG., Governor 
of Madras, on the 14th February 1932.” 


On the first 34 of a mile there are five easy 
hairpin bends for a rise of 332 ft. which takes 
you into the Pinewoods at the top 7880 ft. close 


-to what is known as the Green Hut Forest Bungalow ; 


from here for another mile the road is practically 
on the level, then it drops down into the valley with 
another six hairpin bends te negotiate, from here 


there is a steady rise up to Fort Hamilton (named 


after a Major Douglas Hamilton of the 2\st Native 


_ Infantry who went there for the purpose of making 


a report on the hills between the years 1859-1862) 
with DOCTORS DELIGHT away to the South or left. 
From FORT HAMILTON you look down upon BERIGAM 


RESERVOIR from which PERIYAKULAM town in the 


K 2 
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Plains gets its drinking water, the road is downwards 
with several hairpin bends to the edge of the 
_ Reservoir by the Bund. It is possible to take a car 
some miles further on but a break in the road and 
construction work at present prevent the round trip 
MARION SHOLA to PUMBARI and back to Kodaikanal 
distance about 33 miles when completed, The scenery 
along this road as it ISIE: over the Downs is very 
impressive. 


No. 12 Excursion, Silver Cascade 


On. the ‘Main Ghat Road about 5 miles from 


Kodaikanal and one mile from the old Toll at 
Fischers Gate are these beautiful Falls. ‘Here the 
overflow’ from Kodaikanal Lake drop practically on to 
the road’ over sheer rock 180 feet: high, they are at 
their best during the N. BK. Monsoon the spray then 
coming right on to the road and on a sunny morning 
there ‘is a rainbow, the best place from. which to 
view the Falls is from the high ground to the South of 
the road 44 a mile behind Shembaganur R. C. Church. 


No. 13 Excursion, Perumal (or Big Mountain) 


_ 2 “This is- an all-day trip, go by car to Mr. Tapp’s 
_ Bungalow Maryland or LONE Cottage of the American 
‘Mission on the NEUTRAL SADDLE, % miles from 


Kodaikanal’ on the Main Ghats Road. Start the. 


climb by taking the Forest track cut down the hill 
about a quarter of a mile-from Maryland, and just 
‘below the Jesuits’ ‘Cottage. For -the first 800 ft. the 
rise is very steep, as you cross a ditch Gut thro’ the 
col. and just on the left is an interesting prehistoric hut 
circle or dolman. It is a stiff pull most of the way up but 
the fine views compensate for the hard work, on reach- 
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ing the top 7329 feet above sea level; to the South can 
be seen PERIYAKULAM and the VARUSKANAD HILLS 
beyond ; St. Peter’s Church on Mt. Nebo and Kodaikanal 
are conspicuous objects, and Tiger Shola thro’ which 
the main road passes just below, with KUKKAL and 
VILPATTI to the West, and S. West; the town of 
Palni due North, and the Coimbatore Hills N. West, 
with Dindigul N. Hast, and the Sirumalai Hills near 
Kodaikanal Road Station due Hast. S. East can be 
seen the Vaigai river as it flows towards Madura, 


No. 14 Excursion, The Observatcry 7688 ft. 


On Nandingipuram Hill 7688 ft. above sea level 
and 850 feet above the lake, is 2 miles from the Bund 
straight up the Observatory Road. The Observatory 
» which is in charge of Dr. T. Royds is beautifully 
‘situated amongst pinewoods. , 


No. 15 Excursion, Circuit of the Hills 


For he or she who appreciates to its full the works 
of nature, the open road and beautiful scenery and a 
'. complete rest from business, the shaking off of Clubs 
and Messes, cannot do better than make a walking tour 
over these fine hills. It will appeal to the shikari 
and outdoor man or woman, but it will have no attrac- 
tions for the society thruster. There are two ways 
of starting this walk. 1. via The Gold Links & Goschen 
Road. 2. via The Observatory Road & Pumbari Road. 
I propose taking No. 2 route first, go by car to Pumbari 
and leave it at the Forest Bungalow there. The road to 
PUMBARI is straight up the Observatory Road from the 
Bund past Wyadra over Ampthill Downs to the road 
junction with a sign post “4 m. 4 fur. Kodaikanal 
6 m. 5 fur. Goschen Road Pumbari 7 m. 7 fur,” 
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From here the road is a new one, and follow- 
ing the contour of the hill drops down into the 
Gundar Valley crossing the beautiful stream of that 
name: on a wooden Bridge, as it meanders thro’ the 
valley. A steady but gradual climb brings you to the 
top and through a very small Shola, from here the 
gradient is downwards for about 2 miles to Pumbari 
Forest Bungalow built in» the centre of a_ small 
pinewood. Permission to occupy all the Forest 
Bungalows enroute should be obtained from the D. F. O., 
Forest Office, Kodaikanal, before departure. Practically 
none of these Bungalows have beds, bedding, cooking 
utensils or crockery, all of which shouid be carried. 
The charge for occupation is As. 8 per person’ per 
night. (See list of F. Bs.)—Coolies and ponies can be 
hired at Pumbari at a cost of As. 12 per head per day 
for a coolie, and Rs. 2° per day for a pony. Two 
persons will require about 12 coolies and say two 
riding ponies, a riding pony is very useful especially 
if a lady accompanies the expedition.* 


From PUMBARI 6290’, the next stage is KUKKAL 
6500’ distance about 8 miles over a good pony track 
across open undulating country, with a few small 
Sholas interspersed here and there. At KUKKAL there 
is a Forest Bungalow which faces the big reserved 
game Shola, nothing may be shot in this Shola and if 
one is lucky a Bison or Wild Elephant may be seen. 


From KUKKAL the next stage is KAVUNJI 6406 ft. 
about 8 miles over a good track, the country mostly 
being open and undulating, and many beautiful crystal 
clear streams are passed and crossed. 


* All these arrangements should be made well ahead of the day 
of departure so as to save disappointment. 
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The fish in them are conspicuous by their absence, 
there is absolutely nothing; at KAVANJI there is a good 
two-roomed Forest Bungalow above the village. 

re 

The Shikari out after Bison should on leaving 
KUKKAL and about one mile back along the road to 
Pumbari (just where it comes out of the scrub jungle 
into the open), take the right hand track straight up 

. hill leaving the big Shola on the immediate right and 
across the AMPTHILL Downs 7000’ towards KILANA- 
VAYAL 5768’. On coming to the edge of the Downs 
there is a drop of some 1300 feet to KILANAVAYAL 
Village and its paddy fields terraced out of the hill 
side, due west and down hill can be seen the ruins of 
MUNSAMPATTI Village 2792’ at the junction of the 

_ KUMBAR AR. stream, and river TEN AR, The path 

22 winds down the hill side thro. Bamboo and teak 
jungle and one is in good Bison country, also spotted 
Deer. There are only certain months when it is advisa- 
ble to go down owing to it being a very feverish loca- 
lity. January and February are good, but it is not 

Ng advisable to camp there; so one must be prepared to 
climb back again to higher altitudes and a stiff pull 
it is—What is left of the Palni Tribes, the Paliyans 
frequenters of this jungle-are fine trackers and have 
no fear whatever of Bison. It is about 8 miles from 
Kukkal to Munjampatti. 


; To resume the original walk—The next stage is 
KAVANJI to VANDARAVU 7779 ft. on the boundary 
line between British India and the Indian state of 
TRAVANCORE. The distance is about 7 miles—over a 
good track. The Forest Bungalow amidst its pine- 
woods can be seen for some miles as the traveller 
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approaches, within half a mile of the Bungalow is the 
highest point in the Palni Range, i.e. VANDARAVU HILL 
8310’ walk up through the pinewoods at the back of 
the Bungalow and come out on to the boundary line 
between B. i. and Travancore, from here can be 
seen the tea gardens on the hill side opposite and 
TOP STATION just below. Vandaravu Hill is along the 
boundary line to the left. The next stage is’ VANDA- 
RAVU to MARION SHOLA 7748’ about 10 miles over a 
good track across the Downs. At Marion Shola there 
is a good Forest Bungalow. 


The last stage of the journey is from MARION 
SHOLA to BERIGAM Reservoir 7051 feet, about six 
miles, the path skirts the Khud side for a considera- 
ble portion of the way giving a magnificent view of the 
Plains. At Berigam a car can be in waiting, unless the 
energetic wish to walk the remainder of the distance 
back to Kodai via Fort Hamilton and the Green Hut 
Pillar Rocks and the Golf Links about 10 miles. 


For those who prefer it the journey can be made 
the other way, starting via The Golf Links, Goschen 
Road & Berigam. The total walking distance is under 
60 miles and the time spent over it is a matter of 
choice, 

“And if you ask me the reason why, 


You can lay the blame-on the sun and the stars, 
The white road and the sky.” 


No, 16 Excursion, Vembadi Shola Peak 8221 ft. 


This is another pleasant walk and not too far 
from KODAIKANAL and that is to VEMBADI Peak 8221 
ft. above sea level. The second highest point in the 
Range. One can go by car via Goschen road andthe 
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Green Hut. (sce No. 11) a path branches off from the 
Main road to the right just before the road commences 
to rise towards Fort Hamilton and just after passing 

a small Shola. At Vembadi there are old coolie lines 
which are quite warm and dry to stay in — but they 
will require cleaning out. 


No. 17 Excursion, Prospect Point. 


; Proceed as in No. 1 but instead of going up to 
the Red Pillar Box at the Convent Gate take the turn 
to the right just before you reach it, and go past the 
CONVENT taking No. 25 Road (or left hand one) up hill 
past Sinclair House, about 200 yards beyond Sinclair 
House (Mr. KELLY’S) at the top of a sharp rise the 
road turns sharp right; about 100 yards further on 
at the road junctions will be seen a sign post marked 
2 CHETTIAR ROAD with a ted post box attached, take, 
the track thro’ the fields along the top of the ridge, 
the village of Palni in the plains can be seen on the 
left or north side and the VAIGAI RIVER valley and 
Hills to the right or south side. The track then 
passes thro’ a wattle Shola or wood and on for about 
another 14 mile to a conical shaped hill with fine 
views of the plains stretching away North and South. 


No. 18 Excursion, Blackburn Shola and old Proposed 


Site, St.. George’s Homes.” " 


Go by car or walk down théefmain ghats road 
from the Bund to Fischers old Toll Bar below Sacred 
Heart College, at the Toll Bar take the road turning 
sharp right and up to the Shembaganur R. ©. chapel 
standing white and conspicuous on the hill side, on 


* It was originally intended to build the homes here but project 
fell through and they are now at Ooty. — 
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past the chapel still up hill until the junction of two 
roads is met marked by a Cemetery, a car can be 
taken to here where it is advisable to leave it (altho’ 
the writer has driven on another mile to the junction ot 
of the track to BLACKBURN Shola & St. George's 
Homes) take the right hand road leaving the Cemetery 
on the left—and after proceeding for about one mile 
the road comes out on to a Saddle or Col. The track 
sharp right leads to St. George’s Home’s site while 
that to the left goes down to Blackburn Shola and 
eventually the Plains. The St. George’s Home track 
leads right out on to the edge of the Khud side 
between two Sholas or woods. From here there is a 
grand view of the plains and a*good place for an all- 
day picnic. These are the principal walk and drives 
round; and about Kodaikanal, there are many others 
such as the walk round the Lake which is 3 miles, i 
through Bombay Shola, Fernhill road, Bryant. Park &c. 


There is one other walk which is worth doing 
especially on a hot day when shade would be appre- 
ciated, and that is GUNDAR VALLEY Shola. 


Walk or drive up the Observatory Pumbari Road 
until you come to the old Toll Gate House at mile 
stone 3.5 near to a Notice Board “GUNDAR SHOLA 
RESERVE FOREST No. 15” here a cart track turns 
into the wood on the right, and zigzags right through 
the Shola eventugsly coming out near the Observatory 


CHAPTER VI 
Shooting and Fishing 
RULES 


OF 
The Palni Hills Game Association 


The name of the Association shall be “The Palni 
Hills Game Association.” 


2. The object of the Association shall be the pre- 
servation of the game and fish in the Palni Hills and 
adjoining areas and the introduction and preservation 
of other game, birds, animals, and fish. 


hes 

wh 3. Every person holding a license granted by the 
Collector to shoot or fish shall be a member of the 
Association for the period for which the license is 
issued. 


4. The shooting of animals other than tiger, 

bear or panther from Machans or shelters of any 

» kind or at water holes or from motor cars is prohibited. 

The shooting of game other than tiger, bear, or panther 
by the aid of artificial light is prohibited. 


5. The management of the affaingy of the Associ- 
ation and the control of its funds shall vest in a 
Committee consisting of a President, Vice-president, 
Honorary Secretary and 4 members of the Association. 

6. The Collector of Madura for the time being 
shall be ex-officio a member and the President of the 
Association and the Chairman of its Committee. 
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% The District Forest Officer of Madura for the 
time being shall be ex-officio a member and Honorary 
Secretary of the Association, 


8. An annual general meeting of the Association 
shall be held, on a date to be fixed by the President, 
and if possible during the month of May or June, at 
which the Committee shall present its annual report 
and statement of accounts and the members shall 
elect a Vice-president and Committee for the ensuing 
year. At this meeting any subjects connected with 
the Association and its management may be discussed 
and resolutions passed thereon without previous 
notice except as modified by Rule 8. 


No voting by proxy sball be admissible at any 
committee or general meeting. 


9. No existing rule of the Association shall be 
modified or a new rule established except in accor- 
dance with a resolution passed by a majority of two- 
thirds of the members present and voting at the 
annual general meeting or at a special general 
meeting convened for the purpose and unless a copy 
of the proposed resolution shall have been sent to 
members of the association fourteen days before the 
date fixed for such meeting, 


10. A specigl meeting of the Association shall be 
held at any tim® of the year on the application, in 
writing, to the Honorary Secretary of 5 members of 
the Association. Such application shall specify the 
subject to be discussed at the special meeting. 


11: The Committee may elect as Honorary 
members of the Association gentlemen who are. 
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interested in sport whether they hold licenses to 
shoot or not. Gentlemen so elected shall continue as 
members only till the end of the current year. 
a 
12. Vacancies occurring in the Committee between 
general meetings may be filled up by the Committee: 
from the members of the Association. 


13. Three members of the Committee shall form 
a quorum and the Chairman shall have a casting 
vote. 


14. In the absence of the President and Vice- 
president from any meeting of the Committee, the 
members present shall choose their own Chairman for 
that meeting. 


- 15. The decisions of the Committee shall not be 
modified or set aside except by a resolution duly passed 
by a majority of not less than two thirds of the mem 
_bers present and voting at the annual general meeting: 
or at a special meeting of the Association called and 
held in accordance with Rules 7 and 9, 


16. Before vacating office, the Committee shall: 
publish a statement of receipts and expenditure and a. 
report for the year ending on the previous 3lst March. 


1%. The Honorary Secretary. shalk give members: 
14 days’ notice of all special and gerf@ral meetings and 
in the cases referred to in Rules 8 & 9 such notice. 
shall state the subject to be discussed at the meetings. 
At such meetings 7 members shall form a quorum. 
In the absence of the President and Vice-president, 
the members present shall elect their own Chairman. 
The Chairman shall have a casting vote. 


al 


29 


forests, reserved lands and unreserved lands at the dis- 
posal of government and included within the bound- 
aries specified in Schedule I attached to this notific- 
ation provided that (a) nothing ccntained in these rules. 
shall prohibit a cultivating ryot who holds the required 


_ license under the Arms Act from hunting, shooting or 


trapping in lands other than reserved forests, if he does 
so for the protection of his crops, (b) any person hold- 
ing a license under the Arms Act shall be permitted 
to shoot tigers, panthers, wild dogs and pigs in un- 
reserved lands within the boundaries specified in 
Schedule I: and (c) the destruction of wild elephants. 
shall continue as heretofore to be subject to the 
provisions of the Madras Act I of 1873. 


Rule 1.—No: person other than a Forest Officer of 
the Madura Division not below the rank of a Ranger 


shall hunt or shoot within the limits specified in 


Schedule i without a license, except, as provided for 
above. Any person desiring a license shall apply to. 
the Collector of Madura. Before refusing to grant a 
license the Collector shall consult at least two elected 
members of the Committee of the Association. A 
licensee shall be bound by the conditions attached to 


his license. 


Rule 2.—The issue of a license shall be subject to 
the payment of such fees as the Bgard of Revenue 
may prescribe from time to time. Me license shall 
set forth the purport of these rules of such modi- 
fications as may be made therein from time to time; 
it shall not be transferable and shall be valid for a 


* period of one year from the date of issue. 


Rule 3.—The Collector may refuse to grant a 
license to any applicant who has been convicted of an 
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Fishing 
Paini Hills Fishing Rules 


In exercise of the powers conferred by sections = 
21 and 26 of the Madras Forest Act V of 1882 and 
section 6 of the Indian Fisheries Act of 1897, His 
Excellency the Governor in Council directs the closure 
to fishing of the Kodaikanal lake, of the Kodaikanal 
water works reservoir, of the Berigam reservoir and — 
of the Bryant Park pond and of their effluents and — 
also directs the closure to fishing of effluents lying 
within the boundaries specified in the schedule 
annexed to this notification except as provided for in 
these rules. 


Note.—For the purpose of these rules, the term 
“Fishing ’ includes the capture of fish by any means, 
including (1) the use of fixed engines, cruives, weirs 
or nets, and (2) the damming or baling of water. The 
poisoning and dynamiting of fish are offences under 
sections 4 and 5 of the Indian Fisheries Act. 


Rule 1. Fishing with a single rod and line in 
the Kodaikanal lake is permitted provided that a ~ 
license has been obtained from the Honorary Secretary 
of the Palni Hills Game Association. The fee for 
such a license shall be Rs. 3 for 6 months or Rs. > 
for a year. 


Proviso.—Children under the age of 12 years may 
so fish in the Kodaikanal lake without permission or 
payment of fee. 


Rule 2. Fishing with a single rod and line is 
permitted in the following waters, viz., The Kallar 
and the Porandalar and their tributaries, provided 
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Shooting and Fishing 


Bison and Sambur.—The days when Bison and 
Sambur wallowed in the swamp (now the lake) in front 
of the Carlton Hotel are no more; the man who wants 
sport will have to work for it. Shikaries can be ob- 
tained at Pumbari. The Indian Bison can still be found. 
within a day’s march of Kodaikanal. Kukkal, 18 miles 
from Kodaikanal (see Excursion No. 16) is a likely 
place; also the NAGARKOLAM or AVARAPALAM 
Valleys; but the best place of all to my mind is 
Munjampatti, which has already been described under 
Excursion No. 16; good Bison heads are now hard to: 
obtain and the sportsman should exercise great 
caution ; otherwise he will find that he has slaughtered: 
some immature bull or worse still a cow; followed by 
a fine and the cancellation of his licence. 


The Indian Sloth Bear sometimes to be met with 
on the lower hills beyond Kukka]. Sambur are on 
the increase and may be found in any of the Pine- 
woods and the sholas, in the vicinity of the Green Hut. 
on the Goschen Road and also Kukkal direction out- 
side the big shola. No shooting is allowed inside the 
shola, as it is a Game Reserve. The Barking Deer, 
miscalled Jungle Sheep, is fairly common all over the 
range; the best places are Pumbari, the sholas on the: 
hills behind the Forest Bungalow, and the sholas out: 
towards Berigam®™ Any small shola even close unto the 
settlement may contain “cervulus muntjac.” Nilgiri 
Wild Goat called the Ibex in S. India (more like the 
Himalayan Thar). exists in small numbers on the cliffs: 
to the north and south of these hills—good places are 
the cliffs near Marion shola, Forest R. House and 
cliffs near Kukkal. 
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Painted Bush Quail—is common especially about 
‘2000’ below Kodaikanal and on the Neutral Saddle, 
found in scrub jungle and thick bracken, difficult to 
flush and if shot almost impossible to find without 
the aid of a good dog. 


The Blue Travancore Pigeon—come in quite large 
numbers during the summer months and frequent 
many of the sholas along the Goschen Road. 


Of late years the common Ground Dove has taken 
to frequent some of the sholas around the settlement. 


The Woodcock—the most important of the migra- 
tory birds, arrive about the last moon in November 
and early December; the earliest one shot to the writer’s 
knowledge was on 15 Nov. They may be found in any 
damp sholas and particularly like those with a stream _ 
running through, and if there is a swamp in the 
immediate vicinity so much the better. Shembaga- 
nur is about the best place. 


The Pintail Snipe-——Another migratory bird that 
is not increasing; one or two may be found in any 
of the small swamps in the valleys and at the top 
end of the Lake. A few arrive towards the end of 
‘September and come and go up to the end of March 
and a little later. An occasional woodsnipe is shot. 


. Fish 

The Lake is full of small fish about the size of 
‘sardines called Barilius introduced many years ago by 
Sir Vere Levingelat the suggestion of Mr. H. S. Thomas, 
author of that famous book ‘The Rod in India.’ 
There are also Carnatic Carp in the lake; these have 
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SITUATED ON THE BANKS OF THE LAKE 
OPPOSITE THE CENTRAL BOAT HOUSE. 


All rooms have an excellent 
view of the Lake. 


WirHin 2 MINUTES WALK oF THE EUROPEAN 
CLUB; AND 5 MINUTES WALK From POST 
| OFFICE & SHOPS. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT IN ALL ROOMS. 
"MODERATE TERMS. 


SPECIAL RATES DURING OFF SEASON, 


4 


eau 
iE 8 BBLS 7 


KODAIKANAL 


BRITISH OWNED 
AND MANAGED 


FSC 


= 


= og 


IaaS6 
REY 
s8oS 


ae 


cB 
an; 
Walads 


Ss 
\:| 
ik 
tt 


Foe | 
mt 


Taye 
erases 
WS , hpi Gree 
554 00 la 


| 


Comfortable Saloon Coaches 
run between Kodaikanal 
and Kodaikanal Road Sta- 
tion. Taxis for hire in 
Kodaikanal. Goods collect- 
ed, and delivered to cus- 
tomers own bungalows 
without extra charge. 


Up-to-date Workshop 
where all makes of 
cars can be repaired 
and adjusted. :: 


CHAPTER IX 
Geology 


Huge masses of gneiss interstratified with quartz 
and felspar are the main formation of the Palnis. 
In some places these are firm,in others decayed away 
into gritty clay. Iron, mica, sulphuret of iron, silicious 
clay, aigillaceous slate, striped opal, black mica, also 
occur. Near Periyakulam the common garnet has 
been found and also near Palni; ferrugineous quartz 
striped common opal, black mica has also been 
found. A few particles of gold were found near 
Palakanuth eastern end of the Palnis. The Palnis 
are open undulating downs covered with rough grass 
and bracken, here and there interspersed with sholas 
or woods. 


CHAPTER X 
Flora 


Flowers. 


Flowers flourish exceeding; roses bloom practically 
the whole year round, lilies do well, hyacinths, arum 
lilies, narcissi daffodils are abundant and found in 
most gardens. Again dahlias, banksia roses, convolvulus, 
mignonette grow semi-wild. 


~ 


The wild flowers are a glory in themselves, the ; 


finest, is the large white Madonna lily, Strobilanthes, 
a deep bluish-black flowering plant blooms once in 
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Efforts were made to introduce the Common Grey 
partridge on the hills, without success—also the 
Chikor—there are no crows or sparrows in Kodaikanal. 


Reptiles 


There are many species of snakes, but the major~ 
ity are harmless. 


The Rock Snake or Python, years ago one of 12 
feet was seen near Roseneath. 


On the road near the Golf Club the writer saw 
one about 6 feet—and killed a large grass snake on the 
Golf Links which measured 7 feet. 


The Cobra does not appear above 5000 to 6000 

+ -feet—Neutral Saddle being the highest point that it has 
been met with—but the Russels Viper is not uncommon 
and has been met with. 


The writer has never seen one in Kodaikanal or 
vicinity. 


One comes across small snakes of about a foot in 
length, rather like the English slow worm. 


Colonel Wall in his book on snakes mentions the 
Large Scaled Viper as frequenting the Palnis and says 
it is plentiful at altitudes varying from 2000 to 7000 
ft. Jerdon knew several cases of bite of this species 
but none proved fatal, grows to about 2 feet. 


Colour uniform bright foliage—green above, lighter 
beneath, a well-defined yellow or white line runs down 


the flanks. 
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a library: There are six very good tennis courts, 
while Club Chambers are available for resident mem- 
bers at the reasonable daily rate of Rs. 8. 


The Entrance fee is Rs. 60—plus a monthly subs- 
cription of Rs. 10 and an annual one of Rs. 9. 

Honorary Members are admitted as under. 

For a period not exceeding 15 days yee RS: 10, 

For a period of 15 days but not exceeding 30 Rs. 20. 

For a period of 30 ea f 45 Rs. 25. 

For a period of 45 . Bs 60 Rs. 30. 


The Missionary Union known as the K. M. U. As 
iis name implies its members consist mostly of Mis- 
sionaries who visit Kodaikanal during the season. 
There are 6 tennis courts attached and very enjoyable 


matches are played during the season between the 


K. M. U. and the Kodaikanal Club. 


There is a Box kept in the Kodaikanal Club for 
Visiting Cards, in order that those so desirous can 


leave cards upon Residents and other Visitors who 
are Club Members. 


Boat Club 


Close by the entrance gate to the Carlton Hotel 
and in front of the Rendezvous stands the Boat Club. 
Tt has a fleet of 36 Thames rowing boats, 8 Punts and 
3 Jolly boats and is much patronized by visitors dur- 
ing the season. 


The Entrance Fee for a Member is Rs. 15 or for 
Temporary Members Rs. 10 for a period of 30 days. 
The monthly subscription is Rs. 3, and no member 
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shall be required to pay more than Rs. 18 subscrip- 
tion in any one year. 


Book of Rules and all information can be had on 
application at the Boat Club House. “ 


The Golf Club 


Probably one of Kodaikanal’s biggest attractions 
is the Golf Club without which many visitors would 
go elsewhere for their holidays. The links were first 
started in 1895 by.afew enthusiasts. They had enormous 
difficulties to overcome, miles of bracken waist-deep 
and jungle to clear away, ground to be levelled, and 
other obstacles too many to mention. 


On the 17th June 1895 there was a meeting held 
in the Kodaikanal Club to consider the formation of 
a links—with Mr. J. W. F. Dumerque, M.C.S., in the 
Chair. 


The following Memorandum prepared by. Mr. 
F. F. Smith was read. 


“Eleven holes have been approximately located, the 
actual distance from hole to hole aggregates 7682 feet 
a little less than 1144 miles. 


The starting point is at the top of the hill immedi- 
ately above Pambar River (near the German Settle- 
ment) at the crossing of the Pillar Rocks road, 35 
minutes’ walk from the Club. 


The last hole is close to the stream near the 
Pillar Rocks. 


Proposed by Mr. Mayne and seconded by Mr. 
Keeling. 
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That a Golf Club be formed and that the scheme 
proposed in the above memorandum be adopted as a 
programme. 


ae Carried unanimously.” 
So here we have the commencement of the Kodai- 
kanal Golf Links. 


At a meeting heldon the 26th June 1926 it was 
resolved to build a Club House, this was done but it 
was blown down during the great storm that passed 
over the Hills on the 7th May 1930, the wind reached 
a velocity of 46 miles an hour between 11 a.m. and 
12 noon. Besides blowing the roof off the Club House 
great damage was done to the Pinewoods, tens of thou- 
sands of trees were uprooted by the terrific blast. The 
Club House was re-roofed shortly afterwards, and now 

Pais a substantial and commodious building, the lounge 
capable of seatinga hundred persons. A great deal of 
work has been put in of late years on the fairways 
with the result that they are now getting into excellent 
condition. 


The Course a nine hole are 2640 yards long with 
holes varying in length from 450 to 145 yards, and a 
bogey of 39, situated at 7400 feet above sea level 
amongst most picturesque surroundings, the momosso- 
tree when in flowers on the edge of the pinewoods, is a 
sight not easily forgotten. 


Just at the back of the Golf Club House is a 
spot right on the khud called “ Suicides Point”, from 
here there is a very fine view of the plains, Periya- 

-+= kulam village and country beyond. 


This is undoubtedly one of (if not) the prettiest 
parts of Kodaikanal, away from the settlement proper 
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still unspoiled by the house builder, amidst glorious 
scenery and fine air and within three miles over a 
good motor road from the Kodaikanal Club: it is the 
place to spend a restful holiday. 
“ 

The entrance fee is Rs. 25—plus a monthly sub- 
scription of Rs. 5—and an annual one of Rs. 6—Tempor- 
ary Members are elected for a period of 30 days at the 
rate of Rs. 15 Green fees are Rs. 2 per day. The 
cheapest and best Golf to be found anywhere. A Club 
Butler lives on the premises and breakfast, luncheon, 
teas and dinner can be had at short notice at the 
following rates :— 


Breakfast Rs. 1-8-0 


Lunch Rs. 2-8-0 
Special Tea Rs. 1-9-0 
Dinner Rs. 3-0-0 


The following Golf meets are held annually :— 
The Easter Meet. 
The May Week Meet. 
The Autumn Meet. 
The Christmas Meet. 


The Championship of the Palni Hills is played off 
during May week for 2 very valuable solid silver Cup 
presented by a Visitor. It is open to members of 
recognised Golf Clubs, the entrance fee for this event 
is Rs. 5. Many valuable Cups and other Trophies are 
competed for at these meets. 


The record for the course is held by Mr. T. I. S, 


MACKAY with 37. S, 


CHAPTHR XIV 
The Road to Kodaikanal 30 years ago 


It may be of interest to the present generation 
to turn back the pages of time and ses how people 
got up to Kodaikanal say 30 years ago, before Motor 
Cars and Buses were heard of or anyway were not in 
general use; and before the present motor road was 
opened in 1914. The travellers arrived at Kodaikanal 
Road Railway Stn, after a hot and in those days of 
railway travel not too pleasant a journey from Madras 
and other places. They then repaired to the Travellers’ 
Bungalow, had a meal, and as the shades of night 

came down set forth in what was called a “ Transit ” 

__A Transit was a light covered in bullock cart some- 

‘yewhat like what is now seen carrying tea chests on the 
lower road to the Railway Station. This primitive 
vehicle set forth at the leisurely pace of about 4 miles 
an hour over a bad road on its way to the town of 
Periyakulam 932’ ft. above sea level—a distance of 33 
miles. 


Barring accidents the Transit took about seven 
hours to reach Periyakulam—from Periyakulam the 
’ traveller had another 5 miles to the Tope Bungalow at 
the foot of what is known as the Coolie Ghats Road. 
This was reached in the small hours of the morning, 

* and here you took farewell of your Transit. 


The Tope Bungalow always had a bad reputation 

owing to the feverish locality in which it was built, 
“so there was no desire on the part of the Traveller to 
remain longer than necessary. From the Tope Bun- 
galow uphill to Kodaikanal was another 12 miles— 
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and the mode of conveyance consisted of Chairs, Dool- 
ies and Poneys. A chair was a sort of hammock 
suspended on two poles and carried by relays of four 
men at a time. A Doolie was a box-like arrangement. 
with an awning over the top, with one pole passing 
through it and again carried by four men. The poneys: 
were about equal to the present day wretched sore- 
backed beasts that come up from Periyakulam and’ 
Pumbari. A Doolie cost you about Rs. 5 and a chair 
As. 10 per bearer. 


The ascent took about six hours, the first two: 
miles being over an easy gradient, the next four, a bit 
steeper, this brought one half way up. Here the 
coolies cried a halt for food. 


(There is a very fine view from this 6th mile stone 
of the Pambar (Snake) falls away to the left as the P| 
water drops over the cliff edge.) 


The coolies having rested and fed the advance was: 
resumed, and the next stage brought one to what is 
known as the “Zig Zags” three miles of road cut out) ° 
of the very steep and stony hillside with no shade. 


Mr. Tapp of Kodaikanal used to have a little shed 
here where refreshments were obtainable. From about 
here, the Roman Catholic College at Shembaganur 
amongst its Blue Gums came into view, and some 
little distance further on the Toll Bar near Colonel 
Fishers House now on the Main Ghats road. 


By this time the coolies were far spent, and no 
doubt the last 1000 feet up to the Bund through CHAR- © 
ING was a gruelling and tiresome pull. But at the - 
Bund your troubles were over. 
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We of the present day who get shot up in 6 


cylinder Touring Cars in under three hours, just think 
of it.— 


The day is not far distant when the residents of 
Kodaikanal will be disturbed from their breakfast tables 
‘by the “drone” of a thousand horse power Napier 
Engine. Away to the North east will appear a speck 
‘in the sky, getting larger and larger as it approaches, 


‘and roaring over Bruton at 100 miles an hour with 


open throttle, it will “bank” over the Golf Links coming 
back over Glen Cullen on Silent Wings, landing on the 
Lake between thé Carlton Hotel and Wissahisson, in 
full view of the Municipal office amidst the cheers 
and flag waving of the crowd. The first season visitor 
from Madras has arrived by Sea-plane. 


ee The present Ghat Road (known as Laws Ghats 


Road) was opened for Traffic in 1914—the road was 
begun in 1875. 


Education 


There are two excellent schools for children well 
known throughout India and beyond. The Presenta- 
tion Convent Boarding and Day School for young 
ladies, Kindergarten and Higher Secondary School. 


The School is ideally situated in its own extensive 
grounds, on the top of a prodigious hill looking down 
upon the rest of Kodaikanal, superb views of mountain 
and plain can be had from every window. It is 
equipped with practically every modern convenience 
possible,—Sanitary Installation, English Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water throughout, Skating Rink and Gym- 
nasium. 
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ERNEST BARNES 
Ophthalmic Opticians 
197, Mount Road P. O., 
MADRAS 
Spectacles, Watches, Clocks, Jewellery, 
Sight- Testing. 
Branch ai “ Williston” Kodaikanal 


15th April 1932 to 15th June 1932. 
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For Everything Pesce es pe 


visit to our new 
F Show Room and see 
GOL the wide range of Golf 


Clubs of ! well-known 


ie 


+ 


makers including steel 
shafted Golf Clubs, all 
moderately priced. : 


Fresh supplies of Golf | 
Balls received weekly. 


3 a: 


THE PIONEER SPORTS LIMITED 
Golf & Tennis No. 192, Mount Road 
NCE Specialists: : (Next'to E. Barnes) MADRAS J 
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a ANGALORE 


— WEARE KNOWN THROUGHOUT; 
INDIA FOR THE STERLING 3 
QUALITY OF OUR MANUFACTURES. 
PAE EXCELLENCY OF DESIGN, 27s 
WORKMANSHIP &§ HNISH OF OUR 
PRODUCTIONS MAKES EAGH As 
WORTHY EXAMPLE OF THE StL- 
VERSMITHS ART... 
DESIGNS SESTIMATES SUBMIT: 
TED ON APPLICATION... — 


BARTON Songes?, BINGALORE 


MANUFACTURING SILVERSHITAS., OoracamunD: 


——mo— I 
TENNIS AND GOLF SPECIALISTS 


ox 


oe 
HEAD OFFICE 
& 
‘FACTORIES : 


“LIMITED, siALKor 


The Largest Manufacturers of Athletic 


Goods in*the WORLD 
& 


Founders of the Sports Industry in India. 


TELEGRAMS : § oY ff , 
; UBEROI'” cs oy oe wo, y hee hy 


MADRAS 


Catalogues sent out free on application. 
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ASHION'S WORKSHOP Konsiksva 


PICTURE AND PHOTO FRAMING A SPECIALITY 
40 shades of mounts, Unbreakable glass 
BOOK SHELVES, PHOTO EASELS, MEDICINE, 
CUPBOARDS WITH GLASS FRONTS 
FURNITURE, CHAIR CANING 
Contractor to:— 


HIS MAJESTY’S ASTRONOMER, THE KODATI CLUB, 
THE GOLF CLUB, THE BOAT CLUB, 
THE PRESENTATION CONVENT, ETC. 


WHAT EVERY MOTHER 


BUT 


NO LITTLE CHILD should know 
ASHTON MAKES TOYS FOR 
SANTA CLAUS 
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THE WISSAHICKON 
PRIVATE BOARDING ESTABLISHMENT 


UNDER EUROPEAN MANAGEMENT 
IS VERY CENTRALLY AND PRETTILY 
SITUATED OVERLOOKING THE LAKE. 


There is accommodation for 20 guests. 
It is a very comfortable Establishment. 
French and American as well as English fare on the Menu. 
Fresh Butter and Cream—a speciality. 
Catering for children given special attention too. 


Personal supervision of the cleanliness of the premises by 
the Proprietress. 


Garage and Taxi on the premises. 
Special arrangements made for connection with the Golf Club. 
In Season short stays Rs. 10 to Rs. 9 per day. 


Longer stays Rs. 8/-. In the off season reduced terms 
on application. 


Dairy produce sold to the Public in the off season months. 


Ch. ee 


THE RENDEZVOUS TEA ROOM 
ape. GEES Sa Pe 


L J UNDER ENGLISH MANAGEMENT 
AND SUPERVISION 


Opposite CENTRAL BOAT HOUSE 


‘ CAKES, SWEETS, Ete. 
\ made to order. 


A GOOD SELECTION OF 


FURS and CURIOS 


ALWAYS IN STOCK. 


* BEST ADVICE TO ENQUIRERS 
ON ANY SUBJECT CONNECTED WITH THIS BEAUTIFUL 
HAIL -SPABION 7 
Over Forty years connection with Kodaikanal. 
Estimates furnished & Contracts undertaken, 
ONE GOLD, FIVE SILVER AND ONE BRONZE MEDALS 


SECURED FOR MACHINERY EXHIBITS, 
MYSORE EXHIBITION 1909 & IQIO. 


ONE GOLD MEDAL FOR MACHINERY AND 
BUILDING MATERIAL, 
. BANGALORE XMAS FETE—INDUSTRIAL SECTION, 1910. 
E. B. LOGAN, 
Consulting Engineer (Civil & Mechanical). 
| Postal address :—E. R. LOGAN, Kodaikanal, S. India. 
Lz Telegraphic address :—LOGAN, Kodaikanal. 
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Houses & Land : Kodaikanal—For Sale or Rent 4 


NOTES ON SNIPE SHOOTING 


IN INDIA AND CEYLON 
SECOND AND ENLARGED EDITION 
BY 


LIEUT. COLONEL F. O. BOWEN, D.S.O. 


LD TE 


SOME PRESS OPINIONS 
Game & Gun & Anglers Monthly :— 


i This is really a most excellent little pamphlet which 
gives an extraordinary amount of sound and practical 
advice. The author covers a surprising amount of ground 
and deals with almost every conceivable aspect of snipe 
shooting in India and Ceylon. 

Country Life :— 

The author counsels No. 8 & No. 9 shot anda gun with 
hardly any degree of chokeinit at all. This is possibly the 
best recipes for the ingenuous Eastern snipe. The Indian 
sportsman is also advised to walk up his birds with the 
wind at his back, as snipe prefer to rise into the wind. To 
some extents the school of thought is held here too............ 
There is wisdom, too, in his advice to let a single snipe 
indicate where the bulk of the birds are lying when the 
GCOURTKYSCCMS Dar err ana sence sa cedewasssigydedencneese onetesanerseveceta es 
The Englishman :— 

Colonel Bowen has had forty years’ experience of snipe 
shooting in Ireland and the East and his remarkable little 
pamphlet will therefore be of real and practical help. 

The Madras Mail :— ; 

A book on Snipe Shooting which will beareal and 

practical help. 

’ Times of Ceylon :— 

Much of the advice is very good. 

The Hindu :— : 

The indifferent shot and the novice are given valuable 
tips in this book. 

Price: Re. 1/- 
Obtainable from 
Messrs. HIGGINBOTHAMS, MADRAS. 
Messrs. THACKER & Co., BOMBAY. 


Messrs. NEWMAN & Co., CALCUTTA. 


MAMIDIA STORES, 
GENERAL MERCRANYTS, KODAK ANAL, 
Dealers in :— 

PIECE GOODS, OILMANSTORES,: HARDWARE, 
PAINTS, CROCKERY & GLASSWARE, 
STATIONERY & FANCY GOODS, BOOTS & SHOES, 
SANE, IARC. 1D INC, 


Direct Importers and Commission Agents. 


KING GEORGE STORE AND BAKERY, 
KODAIKANAL 
Prop. N. K. NARASIMHALU 
ESTD. 1910 


Provisions, Breads, Buns and Cakes, Etc., 
Supplied on moderate prices. 
Bengal Superfine Flour—a speciality. 


R. NARAYANASAMI HAVILDAR, 


MILITARY HAIRDRESSER 
| Trained in Bombay 


|| Opposite the Post Office, Kodaikanal 


Cuts European Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s hair 
— at their bungalows by appointment — 


J. G. ENOSE, 
ST. JOSEPH’S DAIRY. 


Fresh Table Butter and Cooking and all sorts 
of Tinned Butter, &c., &c. 
Kodaikanal Fresh Hill Vegetables Supplier 
and Despatching Agent. 
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DOVETON’S STUDIO 


HIGH CLASS PORTRAITURE 


SSS 


M. C. H. Doveton who has an experience 
of twenty-five years and who has also operated 
in one of the Big Studios in London personally 
takes the photographs. 


Children’s pictures a Speciality—Sitting 
by appointment only. 


Developing, Printing, Enlarging under- 
taken. 
DOVETON’S STUDIO, 


Observatory Road, 
KODAIKANAL. 


KODAIKANAL EMPORIUM 


OPPOSITE THE MISSIONARY UNION. 


Bungalow Furniture, Crockery, Glass 
and Aluminiumware, Stationery, 
Toys and Novel Goods 
Suitable for Presentation. 


Photographic and Artist Materials, 
Developing and Printing undertaken. 
Agents for the 
Colombia Gramophone & Records 


PRICES MODERATE. 
_——— 
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WATERPROOFS 


Careful Buyers Score a Big Saving Here! 
MEN! DON'T WORRY ABOUT THE WEATHER ! 
YOUR WATERPROOF IS HERE ! 

JUST THE STYLE YOU WANT AT A PRICE 
YOU WILL WANT TO PAY IN THESE DAYS 
OF ECONOMY 


DOUBLE 
MEXTURE SS eee= 


GENUINE GOVERNMENT 
WATERPROOFS. 


These Coats are genuine U.S. A. 
Government excess and certainly 
represent the finest value in guaran- 
teed Waterproof Coats on record. 
Each Coat has passed the Government 
test. They are well made, easy but 
smart fitting, in men’s sizes. Single- 
breasted with special protecting flap 
on front, 3%4 inch deep storm collar, 
windprooi clip cuff, loose yoke back 
for ventilation, four patent spring 
fasteners. Full cut skirt, strongly 
stitched with linen thread, seams 
taped throughout. 


SPECIAL PRICE: 


Rs. 16/- 


Only. 


WRENN, BENNETT & CO., LTD., KODAIKANAL 


THE 
KODAIKANAL CO-OPERATIVE STORES, LTD. 
(A. 387) 
(Registered under Act II of 1912, India) 
ESTABLISHED 1919 


The above business is under both European and Indian 
management. 


Agencies :— 

In addition to those held (quoted below) the Stores 
maintain stocks of Patent Medicines, Paints, Servants’ 
Clothing, Indian Groceries, Miscellaneous Goods, and Cold 
Storage (Butter, Bacon etc.) from Madras. 


Visitors to Kodaikanal are cordially invited to visit 
the Stores which are situated in a large granite building 
immediately below the Post Office. 


All correspondence should be addressed to the Hono- 
rary Secretary. 


Telegraphic Address:— “KODIKOP” 
Postal Address :— “KODAIKANAL, S. INDIA” 


Direct Importers of Oilmanstores and Miscellaneous 
Goods from England and America. 
Agents & Distributors for :— 


Commonwealth Trust, Ltd.:— Household Linen and Hosi- 
ery Goods. 


Parry & Co., Ltd.:— Confectionery. 


Imperial Tobacco Co. of 
India, Ltd.:— Cigarettes and Tobaccos, 


Nestle & Anglo-Swiss Condens- 
ed Milk (Export) Co., Ltd.:— Milk, Sweets and Chocolates. 


Kerala Soap Institute :— Toilet and other Soaps. 


Burmah-Shell Oil Storage & 
Distributing Co., Ltd.:— Petrol and Kerosene. 


McDowell & Co., Litd.:— Cigars. 
Britannia Biscuit Co.,.Ltd.:— Biscuits. 


THE 
SOUTH INDIAN RAILWAY 
IS 
THE LINE 


FOR ALL THE Hitt Stations o—- MADRAS:- | 
OOTACAMUND, COONOOR, 
KODAIKANAL 


AND 
YERCAUD. | 
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WELLAYAN MOTOR CERVICE{ 


Oe 


Proprietor : Tel. Address : Address : 
C. A. VELLAYAN. VELLAYAN. KODAIKANAL. 


Forwarding Agents to the 
Co-operative Stores 
Sea 


Hiring Cars and Buses meet all 
Trains. 
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J. B. DENNIS NICHOLS 


(late R, F. Corps) 
AUTOMOBILE ENGINEER 
Motor Car repairs specially. Chevrolet Spares in stock. 
ALSO 
Distilled and Acid Water—any size tube vu'canized. 


Work Shop, c/o Kodaikanal Em ovium. 


GENERAL MERCHANTS, KODAIKANAL. 
Sub-Agents :— 


The Flex Footwear & the Fleet Foot Shoes, 
Cawnpore, Lord’s Dairy Farm, Ahmedabad. 


Wholesale and retail dealers in :— 

Oilmanstores, Stationeries, Sundries, Per- 
fumery, Toilet Requisites, Cutlery, Patent 
Medicines, Hardwares, Glasswares, Alumini- 
umwares, Enamelwares, Crockeries, Paints, 
Cements, Corrugated Iron Sheets, Pipes and 
Fittings, Window Glass Panes, etc., etc. 

Woollen, Cotton Silk and Fancy Piece- 
goods, etc., etc. 


S. KAMATCHI NAIDU & SON, 
KODAIKANAL 


Head Office: PERIYAKULUM 


Dealers in Rice Flour, Sugar, Food Grains, 
Petrol, Motor Oils and Kerosine, etc. 


Aerated Water Supplies 
Amsarasum the best medicine for all diseases 
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